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This report is produced by OCHA Iraq in collaboration with humanitarian partners. Due to the rapidly changing situation, it is possible that the 
numbers and locations listed in this report may no longer be accurate. The next report will be issued on or around 4 September.  

Highlights 

 Violence and armed conflict remain key drivers of 
displacement in Iraq that has forced about 3.2 
million people to leave their homes since January 
2014.    

 

 Humanitarian access remains tenuous in hotspot 
areas in Anbar governorate.   

 

 Emergency response continues to people who 
have fled towards the Bzeibiz bridge and Ameriyat 
al Falluja area in Anbar who reside in camps and 
informal settlements. 
 

 About 80,000 people in Haditha need food, safe 
water and health services.  

 
 
 

8.6 m 
people in need 

5.6 m 
targeted for 
assistance 

3.2 m 
internally displaced 
people  

2.9 m 
displaced people 
live outside camps  

3.2 m 
affected people in 
host communities 

0.25 m 
Syrian refugees 

Situation Overview 
In the context of continuing political reform plans and processes in Iraq, the humanitarian situation shows no sign of 
easing. As violence persists, millions of people are forced to live far from their homes. The International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) has identified 3,176,946 displaced Iraqis between January 2014 and 13 August 
2015. The primary reason indicated for displacement is generalized violence and armed conflict (96 per cent). 
 

The security situation in flash point areas remains fluid. Protracted ground fighting and airstrikes continue to be 
reported in western Anbar governorate, mostly in Falluja and Ramadi districts. People have limited ability to leave 
conflict areas and reduced supplies are reaching the civilian population. While restrictions on movement continue, 
the insecurity has triggered displacement of thousands of people east and south-east in search of safety. However, 
access across the Bzeibiz bridge and safer areas on the east banks of the Euphrates remains limited, leaving many 
displaced people stranded on the west banks in camps and informal settlements.  
 

Humanitarian partners continue to provide emergency response services to displaced people including daily water 
trucking, food assistance, shelter and household items in most affected areas where displaced people have 
concentrated. Health partners deployed two mobile clinics to the Bzeibiz bridge area at the outset of the crisis. 
Amidst a serious funding shortfall that has suspended critical health projects, a timely injection of funding enabled 
health partners to prioritise scaling up response and services to the acute situation in Ameriyat al Falluja and Al 
Nakheeb with additional staff and expanding the operating hours to include a night shift. Health cluster partners 
also prioritised 15 locations with high concentration of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in western Baghdad and 
eastern Anbar governorates and deployed 15 health caravans to these locations.  

Reference map.  The boundaries and names shown and the designations used 
on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the UN. 
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An inter-agency mission to Haditha, Haqlaniya, Barwana and al-Baghdadi in Anbar found that about 80,000 people 
in Haditha need food, safe water and health services. Haditha has been surrounded by the Islamic State in Iraq 
and the Levant (ISIL) for over a year, reducing supply routes and driving up prices for basic commodities. 
Humanitarian partners are looking into how to support aid deliveries to the area. 
 
On 25 August, the UN refugee agency confirmed that 454 people had crossed the border from Turkey into Erbil 
governorate in northern Iraq since 19 August in search of safety due to fighting in the border areas. Food parcels, 
hygiene kits and clothes have been provided to the refugees, who are all sheltering with host communities.  
 
In Kirkuk governorate, a looming threat of involuntary returns has been reported as displaced people from Diyala 
have been asked to leave the governorate within one month. Concerns have been raised that people may be 
compelled to return to areas of origin that are unsafe or consider secondary displacement. 

Humanitarian Response 

Protection 

Needs: 

 Access to safety for people trying to leave conflict areas in Anbar governorate remains a protection concern. 
The Bzeibiz bridge was officially closed for most of the period. As of 24 August, about 360 people remained at 
the checkpoint trying to cross into Baghdad.  

 The Kirkuk Provincial Council on 23 August said that all displaced people in the governorate who originate from 
Diyala should leave within one month. People are at risk of being compelled to return or consider secondary 
displacement. Alternatives are needed for those whose return to Diyala would not be voluntary, safe or dignified. 

 In Erbil city, an assessment of displaced people living in hotels was conducted. 80 per cent of the people were 
from Anbar and many live in overcrowded and poor conditions, which place people at greater risk of exploitation, 
abuse and pressure to resort to negative coping mechanisms. 

 The IDP camp in Missan governorate needs lighting. 

Response: 

 In the past week protection monitoring reached more than 55,000 people. Over 34,200 people have been 
referred for emergency financial assistance.    

 In the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I) and in central Iraq, 101 community-level and 1,203 household-level 
protection assessments were carried out. Referrals to other clusters for assistance were made for 199 cases. 
Legal counselling was provided to 290 people and legal aid was provided to 181 cases. 1,163 people were 
referred for cash assistance.  

 Return intention surveys are ongoing in 15 villages in Diyala governorate (Jalawla in Khanaqin district, and 
Markaz Kifri and Qara Tapa in Kifri district). These villages are hosting displaced people from Saadiya and 
Jalawla in Khanaqin district, and Muqdadiya district.  

 In Dahuk, 12 community volunteers were trained on organizing activities for children and 12 community groups 
were formed in Bersive 2 camp.  

 Mine risk awareness continues in Bardarash, Chamisku, Qadia, and Dawodia camps for displaced people in 
Dahuk and to displaced people living outside camps.  

 Vulnerable people living in hotels in Erbil were referred for protection services, emergency cash assistance and 
provided information about how to request access to a place in a camp. 

 In Sulaymaniyah governorate, training was conducted for NGO staff on minimum standards for child protection. 
24 awareness sessions on gender-based-violence, women's rights under Iraqi law, and reproductive health 
have been conducted in eight locations in Sulaymaniyah. 685 women and girls visited women's centres in 
Sulaymaniyah and 15 recreational activity sessions attended by 235 women and girls were conducted to further 
promote the centres and their activities. Materials on prevention of gender-based-violence and 77 dignity kits 
were disseminated in Sulaymaniyah. 331 household visits were conducted in four sites in Sulaymaniyah.  

 In the southern governorates, three awareness campaigns were conducted. Nine survivors of gender-based 
violence were identified and provided assistance. About 100 displaced people were assisted to register with the 
Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM). Legal assistance was provided to six cases, among over 20 
cases identified.  

 18 men and 16 women in Basrah were trained on child protection needs in emergency situations. 
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 A desk review on explosive remnants of war and risks of contamination from the current conflict was completed. 
Based on the review, maps can be produced to support humanitarian planning, including targeting mine risk 
awareness and prioritizing decontamination efforts. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 MoDM registration remains closed to newly displaced people in areas within Babylon, Kerbala, Kirkuk, Najaf, 
Salah al-Din and Wassit governorates. 

 Additional funds are needed to map areas of potential mine contamination. Mapping is current as of March 
2015. However, with the evolving conflict creating new hazards on a daily basis, there is a need to ensure up-to-
date maps are available. 
 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  

Needs: 

 Water tanks are required for the Bzeibiz water treatment plant in Falluja district in Anbar governorate to assist 
3,000 displaced people residing in Abyadh and Asfar camps and in scattered tented settlements. 

 Water tanks are required in Al Takia Al Kasnazaniya collection centre in Karkh district in Baghdad. 

 The internal water network and the number of latrines need to be improved in select camps in Dahuk.  

 WASH support is required for health centres in Parawanah village in Muqdadiya district and in the Sinsil area in 
Khalis district in Diyala governorate. This includes supply and installation of water tanks, repairing of internal 
water networks and latrines, and maintenance to the sewerage system. 

 54,600 returnees in Saadiya and Sharween in Muqdadiya district and Dali Abbas in Khalis district in Diyala 
governorate require water and sanitation facilities and hygiene items. 

 About 62,000 people live in unfinished buildings, schools, religious buildings and with host communities in Kifri 
and Khanaqin districts in Diyala where water and sanitation facilities are in short supply. 

Response: 

 Two water tanks were dispatched to the Bzeibiz water treatment plant in Ameriyat al-Fallujah Sub-district in 
Anbar. 

 50 showers, 52 latrines, 25 water tanks (each with a 5,000 litres capacity) were dispatched for installation in the 
new Central camp in Ameriyat al-Fallujah Sub-district, which has a capacity to host 1,500 people. 

 Collection and disposal of solid waste benefitted 2,700 displaced people in al Amal Al Manshood and White 
camp in Al Ameriyat in Falluja district and 24,000 people in Habbaniyah Tourist City in Ramadi district in Anbar. 

 26,300 displaced people benefitted from daily water trucking in Al Ameriyat Abbar, Al Ameriyat Bzeibiz, MoDM 
tent camp, Al-Amel Al-Manshood, White camp and scattered tents in Ameriyat al-Fallujah, Habbaniyah Tourist 
City and Al Khalidiyah centre in Ramadi district and Nukhyb district centre in Anbar governorate. 

 Local authorities finalized the pipeline connection to the water source for the Qudus quarter in Al-Khalidiyah in 
Ramadi district, serving 7,200 displaced people.  

 Two 5,000 litre water tanks were dispatched to Al Takia Al Kasnazaniya collection centre in Karkh district in 
Baghdad to serve 3,000 people. Another 7,200 people were reached through solid waste collection and 
disposal, desludging, and cleaning of 98 latrine and showers. 

 44,450 people were supported through solid waste collection in camps in Dahuk. Hygiene sessions were carried 
out in Berseve 2 camp, Zakho district, reaching 1,100 women and 2,100 children. 15,400 people in Essian camp 
received hygiene kits while 18,200 people in Khanke camp received hygiene kits, jerry cans and buckets. 

 Outside camp settings, 35 water tanks were distributed in Shariya in Sumel district, while water trucking 
benefitted 49,300 people in seven districts in Dahuk and north Ninewa.  

 Water supply, sanitation and hygiene services are being provided in New Alyawa, Al-Wand 1 and Qoratu IDP 
camps in Khanaqin district in Diyala. Water, sanitation and hygiene services are being provided to 54,000 
displaced people and their host families in Khanaqin and Kifri districts. 

 The WASH Cluster is working with health partners on cholera preparedness, focusing on pre-positioning 
supplies, water quality monitoring and safe final disposal of latrine sludge. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 WASH partners have supplied new latrines and bathing facilities for the transit centre in proximity of the Bzeibiz 
bridge on the Baghdad side; installation is pending confirmation on the piece of land to be used.  

 Control of water quality in some locations, particularly in and outside camps in Sulaymaniyah governorate, 
remains a challenge. Water vendors used as complementary sources, unsupervised networks or wells, and 
private water trucks do not supply chlorinated water, which is often mixed with potable water in storage 
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containers. In case of accidental contamination, a range of water related diseases could be transmitted. In 
camps, partners and authorities are strengthening monitoring and corrective measures.  

 Across all camps and collective centres in southern governorates there is need for increased hygiene 
awareness and promotion, as well as increased access to hygiene items and WASH household items. 

 Funding remains a key challenge to provide WASH services in areas of return (Diyala and Ninewa), continued 
operation and maintenance of services in camps after December (Dahuk) and coverage of needs for displaced 
people living outside camps (Kifri and Khanaqin districts in Diyala). 

 High temperatures remain a challenge with increased water consumption for drinking and water coolers. 
Hygiene promotion strategies are being redesigned to include specific messages related to water conservation 
targeting camps in particular where free supply encourages unmeasured use of water. 
 

Shelter and Non-Food Items 

Needs: 

 About 69 per cent of the 3.2 million internally displaced people across Iraq currently live in private settings, 
including with host communities, whereas 20 per cent live in critical shelter arrangements. 

 2,400 returnees from Ameriyat al Falluja are currently living in Karma IDP camp in Anbar governorate and in 
need of shelter support.  

 The transit centre at the Bzeibiz bridge in Anbar has poor drainage and lacks stable electricity. 

Response: 

 Household items (such as blankets, mattresses and plastic sheets) have been distributed across several 
governorates, including to 3,600 displaced people in Falluja district in Anbar; 1,500 people in Samarra district in 
Salah al-Din;  840 people in Saqlawa district in Erbil; and to 1,200 people in Kirkuk district in Kirkuk.  

 Two collective centres sheltering about 100 people in Karkh district in Baghdad governorate were rehabilitated. 

 512 tents were upgraded with concrete slabs, walls, kitchens and latrines in Khanaquin district in Diyala. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Due to lack of funding, shelter partners can only assist a fraction of those living in critical shelter arrangements.  
 

 Health 

Needs: 

 Essential primary and secondary health care services for displaced people and refugees, host communities and 
other conflict-affected people are needed.  

 Supporting fixed health facilities and deployment of mobile teams in areas of emerging conflict to support 
displaced people who live outside camps, including in Ninewa, Anbar and Kirkuk governorates is a priority. 

 Early detection and investigation of disease alerts and timely response to outbreaks is essential. 

Response: 

 31,294 health consultations were conducted between 16 and 22 August.  

 2,240 births were assisted by a skilled attendant and 758 caesarean sections were performed in areas where 
many displaced people reside.  

 Efforts are ongoing to strengthen the disease surveillance system in camps through establishing sentinel sites 
and distribution of electronic devices (tablets) to focal points. Weekly reports are received from 67 health 
facilities on epidemic prone diseases covering all camps in the KR-I and some sentinel sites in conflict areas, 
including Anbar, Kirkuk, Baghdad and Basrah. 

 Specialized services continue such as treatment and medication for chronic disease, including mental health 
and psychosocial support to displaced and conflict-affected people. In week 34, 5,698 cases were served, 
including 2,321 hospitalized. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Health services in the KR-I are overburdened by the high number of displaced people.    

 Hard-to-reach areas remain a concern, particularly for health, with limited capacities left within the local health 
service delivery system and few partners available on ground. 
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 Food Security 

Needs: 

 At least 4.4 million people are estimated to need food assistance. Food partners aim to reach up to 2.2 million 
affected people under the 2015 Humanitarian Response Plan.  

 Vulnerability assessments by the Food Security Cluster show that food insecurity increased in the second 
quarter of 2015. In Anbar governorate, the percentage of households with poor and borderline food consumption 
rose from about six per cent to 18 per cent between April and June. 

 A recent assessment by cluster partners and the Department of Agriculture in Ninewa governorate noted 
damage to irrigation wells and limited availability of irrigation water for wheat production in newly accessible 
areas. The results show damage is widespread, adversely impacting the upcoming planting season.  

Response: 

 Food Security Cluster partners have provided assistance to about 500,000 displaced people in August; about 
158,000 people living in camps, and those awaiting access to camps, have received family food parcels, 
sufficient for one month.  

 A further 287,000 displaced people have received their August food voucher, which covers one month.  

 Over 51,000 displaced people who are on the move have received ready-to-eat food through the rapid response 
mechanism in August, which provides food for one family for three days. 

 Distributions of vegetable seed, farm tools and garden peat moss to about 77,500 people are ongoing in Anbar, 
Baghdad, Babylon, Dahuk, Erbil, Kerbala, Kirkuk, Ninewa, Salah al-Din and Sulaymaniyah governorates. 

 The Kuwaiti Red Crescent has made a one-time food distribution to about 78,000 displaced people living within 
camps in Dahuk. To preserve limited stocks and prevent duplication, Food Security Cluster partners suspended 
the distribution of family food parcels in Dahuk until September. A distribution for displaced people who do not 
live in camps is scheduled to start soon.  

Gaps and constraints: 

 Unless funding is urgently secured, many of the people that food security partners are aiming to reach may be 
left unassisted. The funding shortfall could include a complete cut in food assistance to some beneficiary groups 
and or a reduction in geographical coverage. 

 Under the current resourcing scenario and along with numerous cost cutting measures, food vouchers for about 
450,000 people would be halted in October. Funds would also run out for monthly food rations for a further 1.6 
million people in November.   
 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

Needs: 

 School tents in camps in Dahuk need to be replaced, according to local authorities. About 1,470 worn out tents 
also need to be replaced in Sheikhan camp in Ninewa governorate.  

 Ashti IDP camp in Sulaymaniyah needs to be expanded with 2,600 plots.   

 The mentorship consortium providing support to 16 camps in Dahuk and Ninewa governorates ends in August 
due to a lack of funding.  

Response: 

 16 IDP camps in Dahuk and in Ninewa governorates are receiving food parcels from the Kuwait government; 
distribution is still on-going.  Each family is receiving 28 kg of dry food items. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Garbage collection in Sheikhan camp in Ninewa Governorate remains a gap as funding has run out. Camp 
management is speaking with the municipality to take over the garbage collection for the remainder of the year. 

 The mentorship consortium is seeking funds to maintain activities until the end of the year. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Iraq IDP Crisis Situation Report No. 58 | 6 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

 Education 

Needs: 

 About 3.2 million school aged children are affected by the current crisis. Over 1 million of these children are 
displaced school aged girls and boys. About 70 per cent of the displaced children have lost almost a full year of 
education. At the end of the school year, just over 30 per cent had access to any form of education.  

 Where available, most schools are full, overcrowded and cannot accommodate all displaced students. High 
pupil to teacher ratios, inadequate number of qualified teachers, and a limited number of teachers with training 
either on psychosocial care and support or special needs categorise these schools. 

Response: 

 Education partners' summer school activities, including catch-up classes, non-formal education and recreational 
activities and psychosocial support are on-going during the summer break for over 17,000 displaced students. 

 3,576 children are benefitting from non-formal education activities and summer catch-up classes in four child 
friendly spaces in Shoresh, Chamchamal, Hai Al-Askari and Hi AL-Mansour in Kirkuk governorate. 

 In Dahuk governorate, 1,250 students (674 boys and 576 girls) are attending non-formal education classes in 
three camps; Berserve 1 and 2, and Chamisku. A further 489 children are benefitting from early childhood care 
and development activities in the same locations. In Qadia and Bajet Kandala 1 and 2 camps over 6,000 
children are attending catch up classes in Arabic, English and sciences over the summer holidays. Activities are 
also ongoing in Sharia collective centre in the community surrounding Sharia camp in Dahuk governorate and in 
Sheikhan camp in Ninewa governorate.  

 390 children are attending classes in Daratu and 190 children in Ganjancity in Erbil governorate. 

 Some 5,220 displaced children have started summer school activities in Baghdad, Diyala, Kerbala and Babylon 
governorates and are soon to commence in Wassit governorate. Planning is underway to begin summer school 
activities in Rasafa in Baghdad, targeting 2,000 displaced students. 

 Cluster partners are coordinating back-to-school activities advocating for early registration, promotion of school 
attendance, and finalizing distribution plans of school supplies in preparation for the new school year in October.  

 13 new pre-fabricated classrooms were completed in Al-Nehrewan school in Rasfa 2 in Baghdad and are ready 
to be handed over to the Ministry of Education. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Security is hampering services to learners in Anbar and Salah al-Din governorates. Limited capacity in 
warehouses prevents pre-positioning of supplies at the governorate level. 

 There is limited capacity to provide space for displaced children access to education across Iraq. 

 There is a lack of resources and funding within the education sector. Schools lack the necessary desks, books 
and additional school materials to ensure the basic quality of education. Families need support for expenses for 
learning materials and transportation. 
 

Logistics 

Response: 

 A coordination meeting was arranged in Baghdad on 19 August to address common operational constraints. 

 8,529 metric tons (57.71 m3) of hygiene kits were released from the Dahuk warehouse to a partner organ-
ization. The balance in Dahuk is 48,508 metric tons (409.18 m3) of non-food items belonging to three partners. 

 The storage capacity for pre-positioning and contingency stocks is limited, mainly due to access constraints, the 
rapidly changing security environment and increasing humanitarian needs.  

 There is restriction of movement of humanitarian cargo and personnel in key operational areas coupled with 
high transportation costs for certain hard-to-reach areas. 
 

Emergency Telecommunications 

Response: 

 Humanitarian organizations are provided with radio services to improve the safety and security of humanitarian 
staff. Internet services in camps allow organizations to communicate and coordinate operations more effectively. 

 In Sulaymaniyah governorate, the cluster carried out an assessment at Arbat camp, a nearby transit centre and 
Ashti camp to review the delivery of internet data services to UN and NGO staff working in the three locations. 
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Background on the crisis 
Wide-scale violence and armed conflict erupted in Iraq in January 2014. Initially concentrated in Anbar Governorate, with the cities of 
Ramadi and Falluja particularly affected, the violence and its impact quickly grew, displacing over 500,000 people by May. In June 2014, 
the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), together with other armed groups, attacked and seized control of Mosul and large portions of 
northern Iraq, including areas of Diyala, Kirkuk, Ninewa, and Salah al-Din governorates. This has led to ongoing armed conflict, massive 
internal displacement, serious and systematic violations of civilian protection and basic human rights, interrupted access to basic services, 
and severe strain on host communities. As a result, Iraq is now contending with one of the largest humanitarian crises in the world, with 
over 8 million people in need of humanitarian assistance. 

  

For further information, please contact:  

Cecilia Attefors, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, attefors@un.org, Tel: +964 (0)751 1352880 

David Swanson, Public Information Officer, swanson@un.org, Tel: +964 (0)751 1844379 

 

For more information, please visit http://iraq.humanitarianresponse.info   
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